
Mike Smelek started playing golf at age eleven. Since
then, he has been fascinated by both the complexity of
the game and the diverse beauty of the environment in
which it is played. This appreciation for the outdoors
and an emerging talent for art led him to pursue a
career in Landscape Architecture. While attending the
University of Idaho, he set a goal of specializing in golf
course design and shortly after graduating in 1980,
was given an opportunity to fulfill this passion. In
March 1981, he moved to Texas and began his appren-
ticeship with Robert von Hagge.
In January of 1995, Mike forged a more definitive
relationship with von Hagge Golf Course Architects
by becoming a Senior Partner, with the distinctive
honor of being added to the firm’s name. Now, after
nearly three decades and the design of countless golf
courses all over the world, Mike continues to utilize his
extraordinary talent in all areas of the design and
implementation process at vHS&B. His meticulous
attention to detail as well as diligence in performance

and service continues to garner praise from clients all
over the world. As part of the award-winning global
design team at von Hagge Smelek and Baril, the name
Mike Smelek is synonymous with “premier global golf
course architect.”

Education:
Bachelor of Landscape Architecture – University of Idaho

Professional Status:
Registered Landscape Architect – #1090 Texas Board
of Architectural Examiners

Member of the American Society of Landscape Architects

Associate Member of the American Society of
Golf Course Architects

P R E M I E R G L O B A L G O L F C O U R S E A R C H I T E C T S

von Hagge, Smelek & Baril, Bios
www.vonhagge.com

Michael J. Smelek, ASLA ASGCA
Senior Partner / Architect

VVoonn HHaaggggee ,, SSmmeelleekk aanndd BBaarriill iiss uunnssuurrppaasssseedd iinn ggoollff ccoouurrssee ddeessiiggnn aanndd

eexxcceeppttiioonnaall ggoollff ccoouurrssee rreennoovvaattiioonn wwoorrllddwwiiddee.. EEaacchh pprrooffeessssiioonnaall sshhaarreess

aa ppaassssiioonn ffoorr eexxcceelllleennccee,, wwoorrkkiinngg iinn ccoonncceerrtt wwiitthh oonnee aannootthheerr ttoo

 ccoommpplleemmeenntt tthhee eennttiirree tteeaamm iinn eevveerryy pprroojjeecctt uunnddeerrttaakkeenn..


